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COURSE OVERVIEW 
 

The impacts of climate change represent an unprecedented challenge to our ways of inhabiting the world. Today, more than ever, it is 
imperative that we explore the relationship between climate and territory to reimagine new forms of collective organization, resource 
management, and the protection of the planetary socio-cultural diversity. Decarbonizing buildings, adopting technologies for energy 
optimization, reusing materials, managing and operating ecosystems: we need more sustainable behaviors, models and processes. 
How can our architectural and urbanistic practices accelerate climate action? 
 
This 3-credit experimental seminar serves as an academic platform to debate the contemporary practices in architecture, urbanism, 
and territory foregrounded in the XIII Ibero-American Biennial of Architecture and Urbanism (BIAU). Under the theme CLIMATES: 
Actions for Good Living, the XIII BIAU takes on the challenge of building more egalitarian societies in a world undergoing mounting 
socioenvironmental, political, economic, and cultural crises.  Organized into six categories--New Rules, Built Works, Trajectory, 
Publications, Pedagogies, and Other Coordinates--, the selection of awarded projects in the XIII BIAU offers alternative and innovative 
solutions for inhabiting and caring for the planet. 
 
CLIMATES situates the production of habitat within the notion of good living (sumak kawsay), an Andean concept that prioritizes the 
practices, knowledge, and ways of living of Indigenous peoples that promote ecological integrity, the development of technologies in 
harmony with the territory and respect for all life forms in the planet. Building in that framework, we will study a selection of the 
projects in each category and debate the problematics, strategies, and outcomes they offer.  The course will include lectures situating 
the key semester concepts, collective readings, extended research about the projects’ professional practices and processes, 
conversations with the XII BIAU’S curatorial team members, and in depth engagement with a selection of the awarded projects’ 
authors. Students will contribute to the conceptualization and curation of an end-of-semester event at Taubman College presenting the 
key lessons. 

 

LEARNING GOALS 
 
During the semester, you will:  
- Understand the key concepts related to climate change, its impacts and the paths for action as they pertain to the design 

disciplines. 
- Compile, synthesize, and assess relevant information addressing multicultural perspectives.  
- Inform and conceptualize your ideas based on research on socio-spatial, historical, political, cultural, environmental, and local 

sources.  
- Establish a clear basis for compiling, editing, and organizing relevant data.  
- Assess the impact of regulatory frameworks, cultural practices and human behavior in the built environment.  
- Learn from relevant precedent studies, assessing their transferability and replicability.  
- Integrate interpersonal and cross-cultural communication techniques effectively, mobilizing a range of media formats and 

targeting broad audiences.  
- Work in collaboration with peers, embracing difference, building mutual trust and performing different roles to broaden the 

scope and diversity of perspectives in your work.   


