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This class is an introduction to urban form. Rather than posing urban form as the object of universal and universalizing epistemologies, the course poses a historical trajectory of urban epistemologies as its object. That is, instead of studying a historical sequence of urban forms, we will study the way in which urban form has itself been studied and prescribed. 

Our focus will be concepts that emerged between the late 19th century and the present in European and North America contexts, in parallel with the rise of the professions of town and urban planning and design. In doing so, we will trace how these concepts were mobilized to shape not just cities but also these professions themselves—and how they were contested in the urban contexts where they were imposed. These concepts have been selected not because important ways of thinking about the city did not emerge outside of Europe and North America but because these concepts were consequential across the globe—a consequentiality enmeshed with the imperial contexts from which they emerged. By reflecting on the gaps between the urban realities and the operative concepts such as “garden city,” “neighborhood unit,” or “zoning,” this course will offer a comparative and historicized understanding of the city as an object of professional practice.

The course will be divided into two sections. Each section will review an identical series of concepts on urban form; one section will explore how these concepts have played out in the imperial United States and one section will explore how these ideas have played out on the African continent. Each section will last half of the semester so that all students will complete both sections. 

